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The Perfume Foundation Fears the EU and the actual european cosmetic industry are killing perfumes and our beautiful heritage  

PERFUMES USED TO BE GOOD FOR YOU. They were made of flowers, they were part of a real art. Today there is so many scientific mistakes in the EU Cosmetic directive that if you want to buy a real perfume made with real roses or real lavander... you have to look for it outside of your usual perfume shop.

Some are found on internet, some are sold in “home” network... 

The flowers one SEES in advertisements, are the basis for the actual SCENT of your perfume as all perfumes on the market are synthetic copies of flower's scents. If you see a perfume bottle on a bunch of flowers inside of a magazine, it is misleading and totally forbidden. The many mistakes made by the industries and the EU are showing a real lack of scientific knowledge. If you see perfume “made of roses” you have to be sure to find on the labelling the words “contains eugenol” the allergen pretended to be in the roses.  Are you sure it was not a synthetic compound that was analysed and not a real botanical one?  Roses were always good for the skin and in analysing a whole rose one can see there is no allergens.

When inhaling a perfume it could go to your brain but also to your lungs, your blood and your organs. As many of these synthetic perfumes are not properly tested they could cause headaches, allergies or even genetic disorders and cancers. More specifically, perfumes containing certain phthalates could be harmful for human health (phthalates report available on request). The industry knows DEP will be forbidden soon but in their last report the EU and the industry pretended that they were none other scientific files later than 2003 to be considered.

How come? We send them files from 2006.

In the States many brands announced DEP has been replaced.

The Perfume Foundation therefore calls for the enforcement of EU legislation on phthalates by health authorities and for the compliance with legislation in place by industry.

The Perfume Foundation calls for Unesco to class Perfume in the Worldwide Heritage to protect the use of botanicals and flowers in the composition of perfume.

In addition, the Perfume Foundation is very concerned about the fact that perfumes have been classed as cosmetics in a European directive and follows cosmetic regulations. The Perfume Foundation had sent a petition to the European Parliament to give perfume its own directive explaining that perfume was a gas, not something you put on your skin (except creams but there is so little perfumes in creams).

Why is there a need for a Perfume Directive?

In the EU, there is currently only a Cosmetic Directive. Perfume however, is not a cosmetic as we breathe it. Cosmetics are put on the skin which requires a totally different approach. As perfume is an additive to cosmetics, as it is to household products, detergents, incenses, candles, etc., it needs its own directive. 


A direct negative side effect of the directive is that it does not take into consideration the possibility of the fact that from a complex of molecules, sometimes the mode of action can be different than the mode of action of the isolated molecules. This can lead to a complex (cocktail of molecules) which can be non toxic/allergenic while one of the isolated molecules is toxic/allergenic and vice versa. 


Therefore the final product should be tested on its toxicity profile.

Why is there a need to class perfume in the Worldwide Heritage

All cultures used perfume since the begining of the world. They were good and helpfull because each flowers or botanicals had their own therapeutic properties.

In Ancient Egypt, one used to say “Inhale the soul of flowers and the essence of plants and you will purify your body”.

Indian tribes called the medicine man “perfumero”.

Chinese traditional medicine uses fragrances and relies considerably on the sense of smell in its approach and in the application of therapies, a custom the origin of which is lost in the mists of time.

 In Chinese, fragrance and medicine are expressed by the two identical words “hsiang yao”

If we don’t act today in protecting the use of flowers and botanical in perfume there will be only synthetic perfume on the market and this is a worldwide heritage that will dissipear.

Note for the editor

About the Perfume Foundation

A lot of cultures in the world use perfumes for such a long time. Perfume has a huge history, it is a worldwide heritage. And perfume used to be good for you – man used to call it "the soul of flowers". It is therefore the Perfume Foundation's mission is to be the leading authority on health issues related to fragrances and scents while contributing to the cultural heritage of perfume. 

The Perfume Foundation aims to develop, conduct, coordinate, and stimulate laboratory and clinical research to improve toxicity testing of perfumes. 

The ultimate goal of The Perfume Foundation is to improve the standard of regulations in Europe and to establish a worldwide harmonization of the regulation of perfume.

The Perfume Foundation is a non-profit organization (ASBL/VZW in Belgium). 
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